
Kansas Writing Instruction  
& Evaluation Tool (KWIET): 

An Overview for Educators 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Updated 11/06/2012



Kansas State Department of Education 
www.ksde.org 

The Kansas Writing Instruction and Evaluation Tool (KWIET) is an 
online environment where students compose pieces of writing in 
response to writing tasks and where teachers evaluate, score, 
and provide feedback upon that student writing. 
 

Available for state, district, school, and classroom writing tasks at 
all grade levels, KWIET becomes—in essence—an online portfolio 
of student writing that allows educators to track student writing 
progress over time. 
 

And because KWIET is an online tool, it follows each student 
across grade levels, buildings, and districts within the state of 
Kansas. 
 

http://www.cete.us/
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Activating Background Experience 

How many of us tire of dragging stacks of papers back and 
forth from school to home for grading? 
 
When grading, how often do we find ourselves wishing we 
could see the student’s previous draft, pre-writing, or peer-
response to better understand what we are reading? 
 
How often do we find ourselves wishing we could see what a 
student has written in previous classes or previous grade-levels 
to better understand that student’s “unique” learning history? 
 
How often do our students lament the fact that they have 
either lost or no longer have access to something they have 
written? 
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Phase IV 
 

Available Aug. 2012 
 
Added Features: 
• Side-by-side pre-

writing and drafting 
• Human scoring via 

interactive rubrics 
• Building- and district-

level logins available 
for administrators 

• Availability for the 
Kansas Writing 
Assessment 
 

 

A Multiphase Process of Creation and Refinement 

Phase I 
 

Available Oct. 2010*  
*for a limited number of pilot 

classrooms 

 
Features: 
• Make use of KIDS and 

SCRS data 
• Student interface is 

active 
• Include KSDE 

Instructional Example 
Prompts to spur 
student writing 

 
 

Phase II 
 

Available Feb. 2011 
 

Added Features: 
• Teacher interface 

active 
• Teachers can use KSDE 

Instructional Example 
Prompts or create 
their own prompts to 
spur student writing 

• Limited scoring 
capacity 

• Reporting features will 
be active 

 

Phase III 
 

Available Sept. 2011 
 
Added Features: 
• Collaboration tab is 

active in student 
interface for peer 
revision 

• Ability to create/adapt 
rubrics for individual 
tasks 

• Capacity for scorers to 
document feedback 
on student’s work 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Advancements of the tool will continue into the future. 
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Let’s explore KWIET from two 
perspectives: 

• The Student Environment 

• The Educator Environment 
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The Student Environment 
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How KWIET Looks and Works for Students… 

The student tutorial video above is from YouTube. If your school blocks YouTube, you can also 
access the video from the CETE website: http://www.cete.us/kap/kwiet/kwiet_resources.html  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This video is from the YouTube website:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDk-8K_LW7I&feature=player_embedded 

http://www.cete.us/kap/kwiet/kwiet_resources.html
http://www.cete.us/kap/kwiet/kwiet_resources.html
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The Educator Environment 

http://ads.cete.us/ads/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the URL for the Educator environment: http://ads.cete.us/ads/ 


http://ads.cete.us/ads/
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Looks the same as the student environment login; however, the educator environment does not lock out the teacher from other windows or computer functions.

Student logins will not work in the educator environment; educator logins will not work in the student environment.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers must first have classes/courses/students uploaded through STCO submissions in KIDS before KWIET can
be used.
Teachers that are assigned to the same building will be able to see and use prompts, rubrics,
tasks, and task administrations created by other teachers in the same building. However, only
the user that created the prompt, rubric, task, or task administration will be able to edit.
Prompt: Create or edit your own prompts or search for prompts.
Rubric: Create or edit your own rubrics or search for rubrics.
Task: (A writing assignment or test made up of one or more prompts.) Create or edit your
own tasks or search for tasks.
Task Administrations: Create or edit your own task administration windows or search for
task administration.
Enrollment: Enroll or un-enroll students in tasks or reactivate student enrollments. Schedule
students to collaborate and respond to drafted tasks. Change the task administration window
for enrollments.
Score Tasks: View or print responses for completed tasks and assign scores and add
comments on student responses.
Reports: View aggregate reports by student, class, grade, and task.
Logout: Log out of KWIET.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers can create their own unique prompts and share prompts with other educators in their same building.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers can also search for existing prompts that have been used previously.

Educators have access to all of the prompts they have create as well as rights to use (but not edit) prompts created by other educators in their building.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Much like prompts, teachers can also create or modify rubrics and also search for existing rubrics that have been used previously.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once prompts have been created those prompts can be grouped together to create writing tasks.

For example, a writing task might be an essay over the students’ reading of a novel. The task might include multiple prompts from which students can choose or the task might only offer a single prompt.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Like prompts and rubrics, teachers can search for existing tasks that have been used previously.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Task administration is where the teacher details a window of time when the task is available to the student. Windows can be very generic (e.g., from Nov. 1 to Dec. 5) or very specific (e.g., from Dec. 5 to Dec. 7 only between the times of 9:42 a.m. to 10:32 a.m.). 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enrollment is where teachers assign individual students to each task. A “select all” feature allows the teacher to assign all of the students within a particular class to a task at one time. Or, teachers can differentiate instruction by assigning unique tasks to individual students.
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At this point, imagine students have 
drafted, revised, and published 

 their piece of writing. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers can view and score completed tasks by accessing the “Score Tasks” tab.

Individual pieces of student writing can be viewed by clicking the “View Response” link.

The “search” field allows users to filter results for a particular student’s name, task name, or status.



Kansas State Department of Education 
www.ksde.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers can provide comments/feedback on student essays in two different ways:
They can embed comments within the text of the essay (just as students can do for peers during collaboration), or
More summative or holistic comments can be provided in the field below the students essay (this also might be a place to record a percentage or letter grade, if desired).

To score the essay, teachers have two options as well:
They can record the student scores using the pull down menus for each of the six traits, or
They can click on the “Mark Rubric” button.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using the electronic rubric, the teacher can click on the radio button next to the set of descriptors that best matches the student essay. The system will then tabulate the teacher’s responses and populate the scoring pull down menus for each trait.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Marking the rubric then populates the values for the “Student Scores.” If needed, the teacher can then override the value by using the pull-down menu for each trait.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Score reports can be generated from the “Reports” tab in one of four manners: by student, by class, by task, or by grade level.

These reports can also be downloaded as an Excel spreadsheet.
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Additional Resources for Using KWIET 

http://www.cete.us/kap/kwiet/  

http://www.cete.us/kap/kwiet/
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Additional Resources 

Including: 
• Instructions for 

Preparing to use KWIET 
• Installation Instructions 

for the Student 
Environment (both Mac 
and Windows) 

• KWIET Teacher Help 
Document 

• KWIET Student Tutorial 
(web-based, print, and 
video) 
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KWIET Training Screencasts 

An 11-part series of on-demand, video screencasts is now 
available to serve as training for educators using KWIET. 
   

You can access the KWIET Training Screencasts by visiting:  
http://www.youtube.com/user/copelmat 

In the coming days, these videos  
will also be posted on the KSDE website: 

http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=165  

https://www.youtube.com/user/copelmat?feature=mhee
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=165
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Coming Soon! 

A KSDE portal devoted to KWIET: 
 

www.ksde.org/kwiet  
 
 
A one-stop-shop for all things related to KWIET: 

• Video screencasts 
• User guides 
• Training manuals 
• Discussion boards 
• FAQs 

http://www.ksde.org/kwiet
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Questions for Discussion 

1. How might students benefit over time from using KWIET? 

2. How might teachers benefit over time from using KWIET? 

3. How might I make use of KWIET in my classroom or school 

(specific projects, assignments, etc.)? 

4. How might KWIET offer students and educators advance 

experience in the kind of online performance tasks and 

online performance task scoring that the next generation of 

assessments will certainly require? 

5. What concerns and/or questions do I have regarding KWIET? 

6. What do I need (resources, time, collaboration, etc.) to make 

KWIET a fixture of my professional practice? 
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For more information and assistance: 

CETE Help Desk: 
(785) 864-3537 
cete@ku.edu  

 
 

Matt Copeland   Melissa Fast  
(785) 296-5060    (785) 296-3486 
mcopeland@ksde.org   mfast@ksde.org  

mailto:cete@ku.edu
mailto:mcopeland@ksde.org
mailto:mfast@ksde.org
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