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Presentation Overview  

• Introduction 
• The Law 
• Group Activity 
• Communication Styles 
• Communication tips 



Presentation Overview (cont.) 

• USD #377 Programming 
–Community of Character 
–Tiger Connection 
–Anti-Bullying Forums 

• Group Activity 
• DO-IT in your school 

 



Introduction 

• What is a primary responsibility of a school 
district? 
– Communicating with families  

• Why is communicating with families so 
important? 

• Is education a customer service? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Communicating with families surrounding school programming and student successes is essential for successful relationship building between the school and home.		



The Law 
The 2008 Legislature amended the anti-bullying 
statute and effective July 1, 2008, requires school 
districts to: 
1) adopt and implement a plan to address 

cyberbullying, and 
 
2) adopt policies prohibiting bullying on school 
property, in school vehicles, or at school-
sponsored activities, and 
 

 



The Law (continued) 

3) adopt and implement a plan to address 
bullying, which must include provisions for 
training and education of staff and students. 
 
4) upon request of a school district, the state 
board shall assist in the development of a 
grade appropriate curriculum for character 
development programs. 

 



Group Activity 

What does your school currently do to 
communicate with their 
parents/constituents? 
 
Where are the gaps? 
 



Communication Styles 

   School 
 
         Families 
  
   Families 
 
    School 
 
   
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First goal is to develop a communications plan. After developing this communications plan it is important to remember that communication is mutli-faceted. 



Communication Tips 
1. Communicate early and often. 
2. Communicate face- to-face as often 
as possible. 
3. Develop relationships with your 
community. 
4. Start with your staff to be your 
ambassadors. 



Communication Tips (cont.) 

5. Insist on exemplary courtesy and 
customer service for all visitors (parents, 
students, etc.). 
6. Help parents understand the importance 
of their role in the education process and 
what their role is. 
 



Communication Tips (cont.) 

7. Be brief and to the point. 
8. Never lie. 
9. Do a good job. 
10. Develop a communications plan. 



USD #377 

Demographics  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USD #377 is located in rural Northeast Kansas with the district office being in Effingham. USD #377 serves all of Atchison County, excluding the Atchison City School District, and covers an area of 350 square miles. Atchison County Community Kindergarten Center Enrollment for the entire district in the 2013-2014 school year is 628 students.



Community of Character 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Atchison County Community Schools “Community of Character” radio spot will be played over the radio an entire month. This spot will feature a student telling the community about the districts character word of the month, definition, and how to implement this word on a daily basis.  The radio spot will change every month to allow for students to participate. Each student that has interest in participating in this initiative must return this permission slip before the last Wednesday of the month to have a chance to read the word.



Tiger Connection 

 
 

• Safe Schools Healthy Students Director 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tiger Connection is an integral part in USD 377’s Character Education Program. This piece of the program incorporates the school, parents, and community. It will be provided through the Office of Prevention Services website. This will enable both the school district and the community to work hand in hand building character in our students.  Tiger Connection’s purpose is to provide additional resources for USD 377 patrons. The program will run all year long and will have explanations of the character word and examples of implementation in all areas of the student’s life. The Safe Schools Healthy Students Director will also continue to communicate with the local media about the monthly character word and other information that pertains to character education.  Summer of Character

http://usd377.org/index.php?pageID=71192_3
http://usd377.org/index.php?pageID=71192_3
http://usd377.org/index.php?pageID=71192_3


Anti-Bullying Forum 



Group Activity 

What community resources are available 
for your district? 

How can you use these resources to 
benefit communication with families 
and community members? 

Develop a quick plan with your group. 
 





 

Questions / Comments 
Evaluation 

 
snyder.joshua@usd377.org 

 



Resources/Sources 

• Kansas Parent Information Resource 
Center (KPIRC) 

• http://www.nspra.org: Top 10 
Communication Tips 
 

http://www.nspra.org/
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