
Kansas	
  Safety	
  First	
  Response	
  Formulas	
  
For	
  challenging	
  or	
  dangerous	
  behavior	
  

	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  Note:	
  These	
  formulas	
  will	
  not	
  work	
  every	
  time,	
  but	
  in	
  most	
  situations	
  they	
  will	
  help	
  you	
  support	
  a	
  child	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  during	
  challenging	
  or	
  dangerous	
  behavior	
  and	
  can	
  guide	
  your	
  choices	
  during	
  moments	
  of	
  stress.	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

Label	
  feelings/function/	
  
action:	
  	
  	
  “You’re	
  feeling…”	
  

“You	
  want	
  to	
  …”	
  	
  
	
  “I’ll	
  help	
  you!”	
  

	
  Describe	
  and/or	
  model	
  
replacement	
  behavior:	
  	
  “If	
  you	
  
want	
  a	
  turn	
  with	
  that,	
  say	
  
“Can	
  I	
  have	
  a	
  turn?”	
  

Encourage/prompt	
  	
  	
  
replacement	
  behavior:	
  	
  “You	
  
try	
  it.	
  	
  Say,	
  can	
  I…?”	
  and/or	
  
use	
  pre-­‐taught	
  problem-­‐

solving	
  strategies	
  	
  

	
  If	
  the	
  child	
  
follows	
  your	
  
prompt,	
  then	
  

praise,	
  
encourage,	
  and	
  

support.	
  

If	
  the	
  child	
  isn’t	
  
able/ready/willing	
  
to	
  try	
  replacement	
  
behavior/problem-­‐	
  
solving,	
  do	
  it	
  for	
  the	
  
child.	
  	
  “I’ll	
  help	
  
you…”	
  “Can	
  I	
  …”	
  

	
  

	
  Assist:	
  	
  Help	
  the	
  child	
  
reengage	
  by	
  distracting,	
  

redirecting,	
  or	
  pointing	
  out	
  
acceptable	
  choices	
  (e.g.,	
  
solutions	
  kit).	
  	
  Follow	
  –up	
  

if	
  appropriate.	
  

Is	
  the	
  
dangerous	
  
behavior	
  
escalating?	
  

Make	
  the	
  situation	
  safe	
  
using	
  First	
  Response	
  
Strategies	
  and	
  pre-­‐
taught	
  strategies	
  for	
  	
  
self-­‐regulation.	
  

Is	
  the	
  child	
  
on	
  a	
  

behavior	
  
plan?	
  

Follow	
  
the	
  

behavior	
  
plan.	
  

	
  Label:	
  	
  
Feelings/Function/	
  

Action	
  	
  

Assist	
  the	
  child	
  to	
  reengage	
  
by	
  distracting,	
  redirecting,	
  
or	
  pointing	
  out	
  acceptable	
  
choices.	
  	
  Model	
  check-­‐in	
  

with	
  peer	
  victim.	
  
	
  

Direct	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  
reintegrating	
  the	
  child	
  into	
  
the	
  group	
  using	
  problem-­‐

solving	
  strategies.	
  

If	
  ESI	
  is	
  necessary,	
  follow	
  
district	
  policies,	
  

procedures	
  and	
  training.	
  

If	
  ESI	
  was	
  used	
  
complete	
  LEAD	
  
incident	
  report.	
  

	
  

No	
  

	
  

	
  	
  Follow	
  
through	
  

Is	
  there	
  immediate	
  
danger?	
  

	
  Label	
  feelings/function	
  
and	
  action	
  you	
  will	
  take	
  to	
  
keep	
  everyone	
  safe,	
  if	
  
dangerous	
  behavior	
  

continues.	
  

Assist	
  child	
  to	
  de-­‐escalate	
  
and	
  discontinue	
  ESI	
  as	
  soon	
  

as	
  danger	
  has	
  passed.	
  
	
  

	
  Direct	
  process	
  of	
  
reintegrating	
  child	
  into	
  the	
  
group	
  using	
  problem-­‐
solving	
  strategies.	
  

Initiate	
  FBA	
  and	
  
develop	
  behavior	
  
intervention	
  plan	
  

Is	
  the	
  	
  
Behavior	
  	
  
Dangerous?	
  

No	
  

Yes	
   Yes	
  Yes	
  

Yes	
  

No	
  


