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Content and Literacy Objectives 

• Participants will gain knowledge of an approach to 
KCCRS aligned cross-curricular unit design.  

 

• Participants will use focused note taking and 
discussion to process information.  
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Unit design is based on Understanding by Design  
(Wiggins and McTighe) 
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ELA/SS Core Instruction 
 Decoding 

 
Reading 

Comprehension 
Process Writing Reading and 

Conferencing 

Students learn 
patterns to decode 
and encode words. 
 
Teachers use the 
Decoding Routine 
Teacher’s Guide and 
provided student 
materials. 
 

“In the Text” 
Students read and 
interact with text. 
• Vocabulary 

Instruction 
• Close Reading 
• Writing to Learn 
• Speaking and 

Listening 
 
 
Teachers use the IUG 
to plan instruction.  

Students learn to 
write narratives, 
opinions, and 
informative/ 
explanatory text. 
• Writing Process 
• Grammar 
• Conventions 
• Speaking and 

Listening 
 
Teachers use the 
IUG to plan 
instruction.  

Students build 
reading fluency and 
read for enjoyment. 
 10 minutes – 

Fluency Practice  
 10 minutes – 

Teacher Read 
Aloud 

 10 minutes – Self-
Selected Reading  

 

 
 

Teachers establish a 
monthly Progress 
Monitoring 
Schedule. 
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Our Goal 
• To design a guaranteed and viable 

curriculum for elementary grades that 
incorporates the KCCRS-ELA/Literacy and 
HGSS. 

– Use existing adopted resources. 

– Support students in developing a world 
view through examining compelling big 
ideas. 
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ELA/SS Core Curriculum Components 
• Year at a Glance 
• Focus KCCRS by Unit 
• Instructional Unit Guide (IUG) – Six Units 

– Decoding Routine/Word Mapping 
Overview 

– Focus KCCRS and planning support for 
reading and writing instruction 

– Social Studies planning support 
– Close Reading Exemplar 
– MDPT Exemplar (3rd – 5th) 
– Sample Unit Map 
– Student Resources 

• Core ELA/SS Overview Guide 
 
 USD 259 Curriculum and Instructional Design May 2015 



Focused Note Taking 
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Processing –  
Year at a Glance & Focus KCCRS by Unit 

Most Important Point (MIP) 

• Shoulder partner share 

• Add to your notes  
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There are two Reading Performance Demonstrations aligned with the Focus 
KCCRS. After studying the Reading Performance Demonstrations, considering 
the Suggested Duration and student needs, teachers determine which texts to 
use. The duration may also be adjusted as needed.  
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Processing – Instructional Unit Guide (IUG) 

Most Important Point (MIP) 

• Shoulder partner share 

• Add to your notes 
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Instructional Exemplars 

• Close Reading Routine 

• Multidisciplinary Performance Task (MDPT) Exemplar 
 

These exemplars provide a model for teachers to 
engage students in purposeful reading and analysis of 
text. Each exemplar demonstrates a sound approach 
that addresses multiple KCCRS and skills.  
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Processing –  
Close Reading Routine Exemplar 
Multidisciplinary Performance Task Exemplar 
Most Important Point (MIP) 

• Shoulder partner share 

• Add to your notes 
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Processing – Sample Unit Map 

Most Important Point (MIP) 

• Shoulder partner share 

• Add to your notes 
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ELA/SS Core Curriculum Components 
• Year at a Glance 
• Focus KCCRS by Unit 
• Instructional Unit Guide (IUG) – Six Units 

– Decoding Routine/Word Mapping 
Overview 

– Focus KCCRS and planning support for 
reading and writing instruction 

– Social Studies planning support 
– Close Reading Exemplar 
– MDPT Exemplar (3rd – 5th) 
– Sample Unit Map 
– Student Resources 

• Core ELA/SS Overview Guide 
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The Instructional Unit Guide (IUG) represents 
“what” needs to be taught and learned. 
 
Through Purposeful Planning, teachers 
determine the “how” to meet the needs of 
their students.  
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Core ELA/SS Core  
Year Overview  
Guide 
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Purposeful Planning Process 
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Content and Literacy Objectives 

• Participants will gain knowledge of an approach to 
KCCRS aligned cross-curricular unit design.  

 

• Participants will use focused note taking and 
discussion to process information.  
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Thank you! 

July  2015 
USD 259 Curriculum and Instructional Design 

Tanya Mitchell - 
3rd-5th  
tmitchell@usd259.net 

Traci Holder - 
1st-2nd  
tholder@usd259.net 


