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Instructional Resources on KAP Website
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Classroom goal = move students forward
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Wide array of student ability levels
1. Frustrated
2. Slower or faster
3. Arrive at grade level, above or 

below
4. Uninterested



Many paths to understanding...
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• Different start and end points
• Different routes
• Different gaps along the way
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• How do you 
figure out where 
students are?

• How do you move 
them forward?

Wide array of student levels & abilities



Can a map be designed that helps teachers get 
students from point A to point B?
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Our Learning Map Model

 Models how children learn 
from birth through high 
school
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Map Views 
 Nodes
 Connections
 Standards
 Research based
 Teacher selected



Zooming In 



Map alone will not move students forward
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Learning Map Model
Visual representation 
of how students learn

Formative Assessment
Approach to teaching that 
is a process for moving 
students forward



What is formative assessment?

 Where is the student going?

 Where is the student now?

 Where to next?
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Adapted from Margaret Heritage Presentation, 2016



NOT Formative Assessment: 
Assessment of learning
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 Scoring individual assignments
 Reporting grades
 Giving a test at the end of a sequence of learning
 Going over test results
 Interim assessment
 Summative assessment

Adapted from Margaret Heritage Presentation, 2016



Formative Assessment: 
Assessment for learning

 Identify learning goals
 Generate and collect evidence of student thinking

o Observation
o Discussion
o Questioning
o Review of student work

 Adjust immediately (or near immediately) based on evidence
 Provide ongoing feedback to teachers and learners, not for 

grading purposes
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Adapted from Margaret Heritage Presentation, 2016



Informed System for Formative Assessment
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Learning Map 
Model
Visual 
representation 
of how students 
learn

Instructional 
Resources
Set learning goals 
and create the 
conditions for 
noticing where 
students are

+
Formative 
Assessment
Approach to 
teaching that is a 
process for 
moving students 
forward

+



Benefits of an Informed System for 
Formative Assessment
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• Teacher

• Student

• Instruction



Formative Assessment in Practice

Mrs. Brooks 3rd Grade Math Classroom
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http://www.nctm.org/profdev/half_of_a_whole/


Learning 
Map 
Model 
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Recognize equivalent fractions 
with area models



Instructional Resources on the KAP Website

Unit
1. Learning Map Model
2. Teacher Notes
3. Lessons
4. Student Activity
5. Solution/Feedback Guide
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Instructional Resources
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http://ksassessments.org/formative


Roadmaps for Formative Assessment
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 Support teachers’ use of 
formative assessment.

 Move all kids from point A 
to point B, no matter 
where they start.

 Improve student 
understanding.



Instructional Resources on the KAP Website
http://ksassessments.org/formative
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http://ksassessments.org/formative
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