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Oral History Project

Veterans Day Assembly

World War I Kansas Veteran Tribute poster

Junior/Senior History Fair



Oral History Project

Step 1:  Select a Topic

■ 2014 - Vietnam and Korean War Veterans

■ 2015  - Greenwood County Rural Schools

■ 2016 – Madison Family Farms



Veterans Oral History -
Resources
■ Library of Congress – Veterans History Project

■ https://www.loc.gov/vets

■ https://www.loc.gov/vets/kit.html

https://www.loc.gov/vets/kit.html
https://www.loc.gov/vets/kit.html




Rural School 
Oral History 
Project
■ People who attended 

or taught at schools in 
the area that are now 
part of the Madison-
Virgil district.   



Family Farm Oral History 
Project - Resources
■ At least 3 generation family farms in the Madison area

■ Idea for project:
– http://axedigital.pittstate.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/s

ekfarmhist

http://axedigital.pittstate.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/sekfarmhist




Step 2:  What do you want to accomplish 
with your Oral History Project? 



Vietnam and Korean War 
Veterans
Outcome: 

 Written transcript 

 Posters to hang up at Veterans Day Assembly

Submit them to the Veterans History Project or to the Public 
Library as local history. 



Rural Schools

Outcome:

 Written Transcript

 Donated to the public library as local history

 Displayed images, artifacts, etc. at Junior/Senior History Fair



Family Farms

Outcomes:

 Written transcript

 Display for Junior – Senior History Fair

 Website

 Donated to public library



Step 3:  Figure out your technology!

• 1:1 ipads – Recorder App. 



Step 4:  Getting students organized, 
prepared and conducting the interview.   









■ 1.  Student contacts interviewee sets up interview. 

■ 2.  Interview prep
– Research
– Fill out interview forms
– Type up questions
– Prepare technology

■ 3.  Interview

■ 4.  Transcript (this is the worst!)



Transcript format



■ Step 5:  Sharing the information with the 
community. 















Vietnam & Korean War Veterans 



Veterans 
Day 

Assembly 



■ https://www.va.gov/opa/publications/celebrate/acts4vd.pdf



Step 1:  Finding a 
speaker

- Student friendly
- Intro bio
- Time limit



Step 2: Get Elementary Involved

- Poster contest  



Step 3:  Ask for help

- contact all speakers
- band – introduction 
music
- show choir – National 

Anthem
- American Legion –

presenting the colors
- contact media 
(newspaper, radio, etc.)
- speak with custodians



Step 4:  Paperwork/Decorations

- program
- Hall of Honor
- Student posters
- table decorations

- local artifacts







Decorations
Student Posters – World War I







Step 5:  Being a Gracious Host

- set aside parking
- door greeting
- tea and cookies



Any questions? 
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