
Vance St egman
vs t egma n@us d355.org

KSDE Conference, Ses s ion B
Oct ober 25, 20 16

Inspiring Young Writ ers t o 
Share Their St ory

If you only have a lapt op, t he websit e webqr.com will allow you t o scan 
t he QR codes on t he hand out .



●1999

●50 ,0 0 0  words  in November

●20 15 - 325, 14 2

Wha t  is  Na t iona l Novel Writ ing  Mont h?



#1: CCSS & CCRS:
3 - Writ e na rra t ives ...
4  - Orga niza t ion
5 - Revis ing , edit ing , rewrit ing
6  - Produce a nd publis h
10  - Writ e rout inely

Why Pa rt icipa t e?  



#2: Goal Set t ing & Time Management  Skills

#3: Fict ion a s  pers ua s ive/ expos it ory

#4 : The Cha llenge

#5: Owners hip  



●Curriculum
●Workbooks
●Mini- Les s ons
●Novel St oryboa rd

Res ources  

●Bra ins t orming Novels  
●Plot  Checklis t
●Short  St ories  (17)
●Writ ing  Prompt s
●Pep Ta lks



1.Go t o ywp.na nowrimo.org
2.Click SIGN UP in t he middle
3.Choose educat or
4.Answer quest ions w/ informat ion you can easily 

remember

Signing Up



1.My Cla s s room
2.Crea t e Your Cla s s room
3.Clever Cla s s room Na me
4 .Sha re t he Acces s  Code

Crea t ing  a  Cla s s room



1.Forums  a t  t he t op  of t he pa ge
2.Educa t ors  Only
3.High School Educa t ors
4 .Ka ns a s  Educa t ors  Us ing  Na No

Forums



●Pant sers vs. Plot t ers

●YWP Workbooks

●Technology

●Build  Confidence

Prepa ring  for Na NoWriMo



Bullet in Boards







●Good vs. Bad St ories

●Crea t ing  Cha ra ct ers

●Types  of Conflict s

●Set t ing

Pre- Na No Les s ons

●Plot  St ruct ure

●Dia logue

●Beginning  Your Novel

●Writ ing



● Short  St ories
○ PoV
○ Alt  Endings
○ Themes
○ Genre St udy
○ Cha ra ct eriza t ion

...Wit h More Time
● Novel Beginnings :

○ Pra ct ice
○ Rea ding

● Movie Plot  
St ruct ure 



● Find t ime t o writ e

● Keep t hings  light

● Colla bora t e

● Ca rrot s

● PARTICIPATE

In t he Heart  of  t he Beast

● Fight ing Through 

Writ er’s Block

● Feedback 

● Assessment









● Go on t he journey
● Increa s e 

inves t ment / int eres t
● Set  a n exa mple
● Get  ot hers  involved
● Crea t e a  communit y of 

writ ers  

Pa rt icipa t e



● NaNoWriMo Pep Talks (see Resources 
folder)

● YouTube
● Cha nge up  t he mus ic
● Move a round
● “Wha t  if…”

Writ er’s  Block



● Wat ch t hem writ e in real t ime
● Comment  on writ ing  s t ra t eg ies  a nd 

a rea s  t o expa nd:
○ Add des crip t ions
○ Add dia logue
○ Show a ct ion

● KEEP AWAY FROM THEIR VOICE

Feedback



● Milest ones

● Excerp t s :

○ Mini- les s on - > revis e a  pa ge excerp t

● Word Count

As s es s ment



CELEBRATE!!!
You Survived  November, Now Wha t ?







● Ref lect

● Sha re/ compa re excerp t s

● Lit era ry a na lys is

● Book t ra ilers , covers , crit ics  quot es , pos t ers

● Publis h

You Survived  November, Now Wha t ?



● Classroom Publishing

● Fa s t Pencil (20 15) - June 30

● Ama zon

● Aut hor’s  Night

Publis hing  Novels  



● Name

● Where you t ea ch

● Wha t  gra des

● Excit ed/ nervous  a bout

Na No Forum



● Rainbow Rowell - Fangirl

● Sara Gruen - Wat er for Elephant s

● Erin Morgenst erns - The Night  Circus 

Last  Thought s



How t hey got  past  t he fear: 
“Af t er we did t he t en- minut e writ e, I st art ed t o feel a lot  more conf ident  in 
my abilit ies. I got  a chance t o see how much I could writ e in a cert ain 
amount  of  t ime, so it  made me feel a lot  bet t er.”  - James, 16

“Writ ing in class was a relaxing, quiet  t ime. I could relax and writ e 
what ever I want ed, and just  let  my imaginat ion f low t hrough my brain, t o 
my f inger t ips, t o t he comput er screen.”  - Ellie, 13

How t he NaNoWriMo project  af fect ed t heir reading:
“Now when I read novels I not ice how aut hors make t ransit ions and cool 
scenes and st uf f . I act ually re- read some part s of  books t o look at  t he 
writ ing.”  - Hunt er, 18



● Please do not  hesit at e t o cont act  me at   
vs t egma n@us d355.org

Ques t ions ?
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