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Goals Today 

You will… 
 
 Learn new KAP information. 
 Acquire KAP Vocabulary. 
 Explore KAP-Relevant Resources & 

Potential Uses. 
 Connect Assessment & Instruction to 

Improve Student Learning. 



Kansas Assessment Program 
What’s New? 



KAP – ELA Timeline 
 Summer 2015:   Machine-Scored Standard-Setting 

 Oct 2015:    Individual Student Score Reports Issued 

 Dec 2015:    Report Cards Available 

 Feb 16-Mar 10 2016 : Operational MDPT, grades 3-8 

 Feb 16-Mar 10 2016: Field Test MDPT, grade 10 ELA 

 Mar 16-Apr 28 2016 :  Field Test Listening, grades 3-8 & 10 
(Yes, this is new) 

 Mar 16-Apr 28 2016: Operational Stage-Adaptive, Machine- 
       Scored ELA Assessment, grades 3-8 & 10 

 Ongoing:     Item and Passage reviews for ELA   
       assessment 



Listening Field Test: The Basics 

 Students will… 
 Listen to three audio stimuli, which will 

Be embedded in the machine-scored assessment. 

Cover different topics. 

Cover a variety of content such as science, culture, 
and history. 

 Have the option to take notes while listening. 

 Respond to two questions about each of the stimuli. 

 Stimuli are… 
 Between 1 and 3 minutes each. 

 Generally shorter at lower grades. 



What’s “stage adaptive”? 

Block 1 
25 items 

Block 2 Field Test 
Block 
15 items 

 
*Students will 

do ONE field test 
block after block 

1, 2, or 3. 

Block 2 

Block 2 

Block 2 Block 2 
15 items 

Block 2 Block 2 

Block 2 Block 2 

Block 2 Block 2 Block 2 

Block 3 Block 3 Block 3 
15 items 

Block 3 Block 3 Block 3 

Block 3 Block 3 Block 3 

Block 3 Block 3 Block 3 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Highlight the following:The first block will be the same for all students.There are multiple forms at each adaptive level within the other two blocks of items.The field test block will not necessarily be last.



Building an Assessment...the basics 

Write 
Claims, 

Targets, & 
Evidence 

Statements 

Operational 
Assessment 

Write 
PLDs 

Field 
test 

items 

Conduct 
item 

analysis 

Standard
setting 

Build 
forms 
based 
on item 
analysis 

BOE 
approves 

cut 
scores 

Policy 
meeting 

*** *** *** *** 

Write 
items 
to test 
specs 

Review 
items for 
content, 
bias, & 

sensitivity 



Standard-Setting Details 

 July 2015 – 4 days, Topeka KS 

 Kansas Educators, Grades 3-8 & HS 

 Sought out HS dual credit educators (CCR perspective) 

 Ordered Item Booklets 

 Set “cut scores” based on Performance Level Descriptors 
(PLDs) 

 Policy meeting (Representatives from BOE, KNEA, KASB, 
etc.) 

 August: Board received cut scores 

 September: Board voted to accept cut scores 



Two Important Differences 
Between “OLD” and “NEW” 

1)  Proficiency vs. College and Career Ready 
2) Levels 1, 2, 3, and 4 as a continuous  
 range of student achievement 



4 Performance Levels 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Highlights:We are not naming the levels. They will not be named in the future.



A Challenge 
By 2020, it is estimated that 71% of 
all jobs in Kansas will require some 
post-secondary education. Today, only 
52% of Kansans have “some” post-
secondary education. 
 
How are we going to close that 20% 
gap?  

 



Some motivation 

“Employers rank reading and 
writing as major deficiencies in 
their new hires and concurrently 
rank reading comprehension as 
an important skill for workplace 
success.” 
 

Academic Senate of the California Community Colleges, 
2006 21st Century Skills Document 
 



Standards and Assessments: 
Some Reminders… 

1) The standards writers looked first 
at what skills constituted college and 
career readiness, then “walked them 

back” to each grade level. 
 

2) Our new assessment is being 
written to address our standards. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The point here:SO, teaching our grade-level standards is the best course of action for improving performance on our new Kansas assessment.



Teaching the standards 

BUT… 
What does that 

look like? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers at our standard-setting this summer were selected because they were great teachers.They were teachers who knew the standards.However, after they took the assessment themselves, many of them told us, “Oh, NOW I know what the expectation of that standard is.”



Sample items & stats 
 Where to find them: ksassessments.org 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain where to find them, and (maybe on another slide) give some examples.



Sample items & stats 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain where to find them, and (maybe on another slide) give some examples.



Sample items & stats 

Level 1 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 

Level 2 Item 

Level 3 Item 

Level 4 
Item 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ExampleSome things to note: The preliminary information about these items is important. When I first saw the items that had been selected for release, I was disappointed that they did not show as broad a range in terms of item types as what will be represented on the assessment. I’m still a little disappointed about that, but it’s important to know that 



Grade 7 “Level 3” sample item 



Some Vocabulary 
These can be found at:  

ksassessments.org/languagearts 
 
Claim 
Target 
Performance Level Descriptor 
(PLD) 



Claims 
Claims are “big picture” goals 
for describing student mastery 
of a skill, area, or topic with the 
content standards. 
 

For ELA: 
  CLAIM 1:  Reading 
     Both RL & RI scores are reported. 
  CLAIM 2:  Writing 
  CLAIM 3: Listening 



Targets 
Targets are smaller goals for 
student mastery that combine 
to make a claim about 
student achievement. 
 

Example of Grade 3, Claim 1, Targets 1 & 2: 



So…a’hem… 
What about the 

standards? 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Top: From grade 5 RL standardsBottom: From Item Specs documentSee the alignment with RL-1?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Top: From grade 5 RL standardsBottom: From Item SpecsSee the alignment with RL-2?



Performance Level 
Descriptors (PLDs) 

Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs) 
state what students at each grade and 
within each performance level likely 
know and/or are able to do, based on 
our Kansas State Assessment. 
 



Performance Level Descriptors 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some 6th grade examples



Putting it all together 



ELA 
C   L   A   I   M     S 

1 
Reading 

2 
Writing 

3 
Listening 

T 
A 
R 
G 
E 
T 
S 

T 
A 
R 
G 
E 
T 
S 

T 
A 
R 
G 
E 
T 
S 



ELA 
C   L   A   I   M     S 

1 
Reading 

60-65% 

T 
A 
R 
G 
E 
T 
S 

Literary Texts 

Informational Texts 



ELA 
C   L   A   I   M     S 

2 
Writing 

25-30% 

T 
A 
R 
G 
E 
T 
S 

Write / Revise 

Language / Vocabulary 

Conventions 



ELA 
C   L   A   I   M     S 

3 
Listening 

10-15% 

T 
A 
R 
G 
E 
T 
S 

Listen 



A closer look into  
Claim 3 - Listening 

Grades: 
 3-5 

6 
7-8 

9-10 
 



Claim 3 - Listening: Grades 3-5 
 
Target 4 Listen/Interpret: Interpret and use information 
delivered orally. 

Evidence Required: 
 

1.The student will identify or interpret 
the purpose, central idea, or key 
points of a presentation. 

2.The student will identify the use of 
supporting evidence in a presentation. 

3.The student will draw and/or support a 
conclusion based on content in a 
presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Claim 3 - Listening: Grade 6 
 
Target 4 Listen/Interpret: Analyze, interpret, and use 
information delivered orally. 

Evidence Required: 
 

1.The student will identify, interpret, or analyze 
the point of view, purpose, central idea, or 
key points of a presentation. 

2.The student will analyze how information is 
presented and/or the effects of the delivery. 

3.The student will analyze a quality (sufficiency 
or evidence) of a presentation. 

4.The student will draw and/or support a 
conclusion based on content in a presentation. 
 

 



Claim 3 - Listening: Grades 7-8 
 
Target 4 Listen/Interpret: Analyze, interpret, and use 
information delivered orally. 

Evidence Required: 
 

1.The student will identify, interpret, or analyze 
the point of view, purpose, (motive, grade 8) 
central idea, or key points of a presentation. 

2.The student will analyze how information is 
presented and/or the effects of the delivery. 

3.The student will analyze a quality (e.g., 
soundness of reasoning, relevance or 
sufficiency of evidence) of a presentation. 

4.The student will draw and/or support a 
conclusion based on content in a presentation. 
 

 



Claim 3 - Listening: Grades 9-10 
 

Target 4 Listen/Interpret: Analyze, interpret, and use 
information delivered orally. 
Evidence Required: 
 

1. The student will identify, interpret, or analyze the point 
of view, purpose, central idea, or key points of a 
presentation. 

2. The student will analyze how information is presented 
and/or the effects of the delivery. 

3. The student will analyze a quality (e.g., credibility, 
reliability, accuracy, soundness of reasoning, relevance 
or sufficiency of evidence) of a presentation. 

4. The student will draw and/or support a conclusion 
based on content in a presentation. 

5. The student will integrate content from a presentation 
with material external to the presentation. 

 



The targets link back to the 
standards. 

 
Where do we find the targets? 

Where do we find the pieces of evidence 
required? 

 
 

http://ksassessments.org/languagearts 
 

http://ksassessments.org/languagearts
http://ksassessments.org/languagearts


 

SL.3.2 – Determine the main ideas and 
supporting details of a text read aloud or 
information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally.  
  
SL.3.3 – Ask and answer questions about 
information from a speaker, offering appropriate  
elaboration and detail.   

 
 

The targets link back to the standards. 
 

Grade 3 example: 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discussion questions are on the next slide.



Questions to guide your discussion: 
 
1. In what ways do you see the standards 

reflected in the assessment targets? 
2. In what ways do you see the expectations 

of the standards aligned with the PLDs? 
 

 
 



Listening Task – Turning to 
Instruction 

What currently-used instructional practices would provide an 
opening to further develop analytical listening skills? 

How do we guide students to analyze material presented orally? 

How can listening tasks be broken down into meaningful parts? 

What considerations are there for ELLs, students with disabilities, 
etc.? 

How can teachers model analytic listening for students? 

What connections can be drawn between thoughtful listening, 
thoughtful reading and thoughtful writing? 



Metacognitive Implications 

What questions do 
students need to be able 

to ask themselves in order 
to check their 

understanding as they 
read, write, and listen? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have participants either look up on their devices, think about the ELA standards they know well, or use the two listening standards provided to discuss this question.



Sharing the elements of your 
discussion… 



Assessment w/in the 
ELA classroom 

How does it look 
in practice? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m thinking that at this point, we can use some of the available resources to walk participants through an activity in which they look at instruction focused on a specific standard or two, and then develop ideas to assess student performance in accordance with grade-level expectations (according to PLDs).



Salvador Late or Early 
By Sandra Cisneros 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have them read this text.



Salvador Late or Early 

Looking at the Grade 10 PLDs for 
Reading-Literary Texts, what will 
students performing at a Level 3 
be able to do that students 
performing at a Level 2 would 
not? 



Salvador Late or Early 

Looking at the Grade 10 PLDs for 
Reading-Literary Texts, what will 
students performing at a Level 4 
be able to do that students 
performing at a Level 3 would 
not? 



Salvador Late or Early 

What instructional elements could 
best help teachers to… 
 1) Notice where students are in 
 their learning? 
 2) Help students reach higher 
 performance levels? 



ELA Resources 
www.ksde.org/ela (ELA Portal) 

 Parent Guides for Standards 

 Curriculum Alignment Rubrics 

 MDPT Samples for Instructional Use 

 Kansas Guide to Learning: Literacy (KGLL) 

  

ksassessments.org 

 Released Items 

 Item Specifications 

 Performance Level Descriptors 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We need to share what is available from the state in terms of communication resources for helping teachers or school/district personnel communicate with parents and community members.Parent guides for standardsDifferent measurements from the commissioner (The summative test is not the only measure we should attend to.)Released items

http://www.ksde.org/ela


Announcements 



ELA Standards Review 

 Committees formed by January 2016 
 Approximately 25 members each committee 

Representative of educational constituents 
Representative of 10 board districts 

 A couple of face-to-face meetings and the rest 
done via web-ex/online 

 Information requesting participation to come out 
in November 



 
Standards Review Website 
 

Website: 
http://standards.ksde.org 
 

Site will close October 30, 2015  
 

Please share information about this 
to your teachers and community! 

 

http://standards.ksde.org/


ELA Virtual Communities of Practice 

 Focus: Meaningful, ongoing, inquiry-based professional learning 
for K-12 teachers of English Language Arts 

 4 VCOPs: 
Western KS Elementary Western KS Secondary 

Eastern KS Elementary Eastern KS Secondary 

 Capped at 30 participants per cohort 

 6 meetings: 2 in-person and 4 virtual 

 1 hour college credit available-$65 through Baker Univ. 

 $150/participant (includes all six meetings) 

 For more information, contact semyers@ksde.org. 



Thank you. 
Debra Schapaugh 

DEBRAS@usd383.org 

Suzy Myers 

semyers@ksde.org 


	Measuring Student Learning �in English Language Arts
	Goals Today
	Kansas Assessment Program
	KAP – ELA Timeline
	Listening Field Test: The Basics
	What’s “stage adaptive”?
	Building an Assessment...the basics
	Standard-Setting Details
	Two Important Differences Between “OLD” and “NEW”
	4 Performance Levels�
	A Challenge
	Some motivation
	Standards and Assessments:�Some Reminders…
	Teaching the standards
	Sample items & stats�
	Sample items & stats�
	Sample items & stats
	Grade 7 “Level 3” sample item
	Some Vocabulary
	Claims
	Targets
	So…a’hem…�What about the standards?
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs)
	Performance Level Descriptors
	Putting it all together
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Listening Task – Turning to Instruction
	Metacognitive Implications
	Slide Number 42
	Assessment w/in the ELA classroom
	Salvador Late or Early
	Salvador Late or Early
	Salvador Late or Early
	Salvador Late or Early
	ELA Resources
	Announcements
	ELA Standards Review
	�Standards Review Website�
	ELA Virtual Communities of Practice
	Thank you.

