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Overview of the Day 

1. The Assessment System 

2. Accessibility by Design 

3. Assessment System Design 

4.  Score Reporting 

5. Testing Window and Test Delivery 

6. Checking Data in Educator Portal 

7. Completing the First Contact Survey 

8. Required Training vs. Professional Development 
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THE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM 
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Learning 
Map 

Claims 

Conceptual 
Areas 

Essential 
Elements 

(and other nodes) 



A Portion of the Math Map 
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Quick Facts about the Map 

• 141 foundational 
nodes 

• 1,645 ELA nodes 
– 538 Essential Elements 

• 3,982 
edges/connections 

• 141 foundational 
nodes 

• 2,312 mathematics 
nodes 
– 172 Essential 

Elements 

• 4,838 
edges/connections 
 

ELA Mathematics 
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DLM Essential Elements 

• Are the target for the grade level 
• Reduced depth, breadth, complexity  
• Provide appropriate level of rigor and 

challenge 
• Focus on the skills (with multiple 

means of demonstration) 
• Are not functional or pre-K skills or 

instructional descriptions 
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Example for English Language Arts 

• RL.6.2 Determine a 
theme or central idea of 
a text and how it is 
conveyed through 
particular details; 
provide a summary of the 
text distinct from 
personal opinions or 
judgments. 

• EE.RL.6.2 Determine the 
theme or central idea of 
a familiar story and 
identify details that 
relate to it.  

College and Career Ready 
Standards 

Essential Element 



Identify two related points the author 
makes in an informational text 
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Testlets in Linkage Levels 

Initial 
Precursor 

Target 

Successors 

Connect the map… 

Behavior Testlet 
a 

…to the items developed. 

Distal 
Precursor 

Proximal 
Precursor 

Behavior 

Behavior 

Behavior 

Behavior 

Testlet 
b 

Testlet 
c 

Testlet 
d 

Testlet 
e 
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Feelings of 
Characters 
ELA.EE.RL.3.3 
Identify the 
feelings of the 
characters in a 
story 

Items 
Embedded 
and/or at 
Conclusion 

Items 
Embedded 
in Text  
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Fractions 
M.EE.3.NF1-3 
Differentiate a 
fractional part from a 
whole 

12 
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Assessment System Design 

Instructionally Embedded 

• Blueprint provides range 
of choices & minimum 
expected coverage 

• One testlet per EE 
chosen in ITI 
– Teacher chose linkage 

level 

• Each testlet assigned 
separately 

Spring (End of Year) 

• 5 testlets per subject 
– System chooses EEs from 

within original set of 
teacher choices 

– System chooses linkage 
levels 

• Each testlet assigned 
separately 
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ACCESSIBILITY BY DESIGN 
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Accessibility 

Accessible 
Content 

Technology 
Personal 
Learning 
Profile 
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Technology  

• Special user interface 
• Enriches the interaction between the 

students and the content 
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Personal Learning Profile 

• Display 
• Language & Braille 
• Audio & Environment 
• Other Supports 

• Sensory 
characteristics 

• Motor characteristics 
• Computer access 
• Communication 
• Academics 
• Attention 

Personal Needs and 
Preferences (PNP) First Contact 
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PNP Profile 
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Personal Needs and Preferences 
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Category 1: Supports Provided 
Within DLM via the PNP 

Accessibility Feature Supports Provided 
Within DLM via PNP 

Category 1 
Magnification X 

Invert Color Choice X 
Color Contrast X 
Overlay Color X 

Read Aloud with highlighting – Text to Speech (TTS) 
• Text Only X 
• Text & Graphics X 
• Graphics Only X 
• Nonvisual X 
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Category 1: Magnification 
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Category 1: Invert Color Choice 
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Category 1: Color Contrast 



24 of 72 

Category 1: Overlay Color 
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Category 1: Read Aloud (TTS) 

• Read and highlighted from left to 
right and top to bottom 

• Four preferences: 
– Text only 
– Text & graphics 
– Graphics only 
– Nonvisual 
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Category 1: Read Aloud (TTS) 
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Category 1: Read Aloud (TTS) 
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Category 2: Supports Requiring 
Additional Tools/Materials 

Accessibility Feature 
Supports Requiring 

Additional 
Tools/Materials 

Category 2 
Uncontracted Braille X 

Single-switch system/PNP 
enabled X 

Two-switch system X 
Administration via iPad X 

Adaptive equipment used by 
student X 

Individualized Manipulatives X 
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Category 3: Supports Provided 
Outside the DLM System 

Accessibility Feature Supports Provided Outside 
the DLM System 

Category 3 
Human Read Aloud X 

Sign interpretation of text X 
Language translation of 

text X 

Test administrator enter 
responses for student X 

Partner-Assisted Scanning 
(PAS) X 
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ASSESSMENT SYSTEM DESIGN 
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Content of the Assessment 

• Grades 3-8 and 10 
– English Language Arts (ELA) 
– Mathematics 

 
• Blueprints:  

– Consortium approved a subset of 
Essential Elements  

– Consortium set minimum requirements 
for breadth of coverage 
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ELA Content Coverage Example 

3rd grade: 
• At least three EEs in C1.1 including RL 

and RI (8 available) 
• At least two EEs in C1.2 from 

different strands (5 available) 
• At least one EE in C1.3 (2 available) 
• All students take one writing 

assessment (1 available) 
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Math Content Coverage Example 

3rd grade: 
• At least two EEs from two conceptual 

areas in claim 1 (4 available) 
• One EE in claim 2 (1 available) 
• At least two EEs in claim 3 (3 

available) 
• At least one EE in claim 4 (3 

available) 
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Recording Content Choices 

• Teachers create instructional plans in 
the Instructional Tools Interface (ITI) 
in Educator Portal 

• Confirm assignment and once ready 
to test 

• System delivers a testlet and testlet 
information 
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Instructional Tools 
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Choose Linkage Level 

• System makes recommendation 
• Teacher can accept or override 
• Review linkage level descriptors 

to find best match for the 
student 
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Instructional Tools 
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Test Design 

Instructionally Embedded 

• One testlet per EE 
chosen in ITI 
– Teacher chose linkage 

level 

• Each testlet assigned 
separately 

• Test administrator 
schedules sessions within 
testing windows 

Spring (End of Year) 
• 5 testlets per subject 

– System chooses EEs from 
within original set of 
teacher choices 

– System chooses linkage 
levels 

• Each testlet assigned 
separately 

• Test administrator 
schedules sessions within 
window 
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What a testlet looks like 

• Reading and math  
– Each testlet aligns to a single EE 
– 3-5 items per testlet 
– Engagement activity 

• ELA: Built around a grade level appropriate text; first 
read is engagement activity 

• Engagement activity sparks prior knowledge 

• Writing 
– Structured activity with several steps 
– Single testlet measuring multiple EEs 
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SCORE REPORTING 
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Goals for Score Reporting 

• Scores should convey real meaning to 
parents 

• Information should be actionable by 
educators and parents 
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Score Reporting (Draft) 

• Mastery and growth 
• On-demand reports by Essential 

Element 
• Reports to help teachers plan 

instruction 
• Year-End Reports – 3 levels of 

information 
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Progress Report 

• Available when the teacher assesses 
throughout the year 

• Can be produced at any time – not 
just at the end of a marking period 

• Similar to year-end learning profile 
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Performance Profile Part 1: Overall Results 
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Performance Profile 
Part 2: Conceptual Areas 
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Performance Profile Part 3: Narrative 
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Growth Profile 
Part 1: Overall Results 
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Growth Profile 
Part 2: Conceptual Areas 
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TESTING WINDOWS & TEST 
DELIVERY 
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Instructionally Embedded Windows 

• Begins in November 2014 
– Multiple windows 

• Combination of operational and 
field test content in 2014-15 
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Instructionally Embedded Windows 

Steps: 
1. Return to ITI and confirm content 

choices 
2. Retrieve testlet information 
3. Administer testlet 
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Spring Window 

• Purpose: to update and validate 
information about student 
performance 

• States choose window within the 
consortium window 

• 5 testlets per subject 
– Subset of teacher’s choices from 

blueprint 
– System chooses linkage levels 
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Testlet 
Delivery 

EE 
1 
IP 

DP 

PP 

T 

S 

EE 
2 
IP 

DP 

PP 

T 

S 

EE 
3 
IP 

DP 

PP 

T 

S 

EE 
4 
IP 

DP 

PP 

T 

S 

System has testlets 
available at all 5 
linkage levels for 
every EE 
 
Students take one 
testlet from one level 
for each EE 
 
System determines 
which level to deliver 
to the student 
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Testlet Delivery 

EE 1 
IP 

DP 

PP 

T 

S 

EE 2 
IP 

DP 

PP 

T 

S 

EE 3 
IP 

DP 

PP 

T 

S 

EE 4 
IP 

DP 

PP 

T 

S 
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Testlet Recommendations & 
Assignments 
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CHECKING DATA IN EDUCATOR 
PORTAL 
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Educator Portal 
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Educator Portal 



64 of 72 

Verify Student Participation 
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View and Check Roster 
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Additional Student Information 

• Personal Needs and Preference Profile  
• First Contact Survey 
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COMPLETING THE FIRST 
CONTACT SURVEY 
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First Contact 

• Survey used to collect background 
information about students 

• Goes beyond basic demographics 
• Includes questions on topics such as: 

– Communication 
– Assistive technology devices 
– Motor and sensory impairments 
– Academic performance 

• Used to determine entry point in the 
assessment 
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First Contact Scenarios 

• If previous surveys were matched 
successfully 
– Review and verify the information is 

correct or modify it 

• If student information is not available 
or previously uploaded 
– Complete the entire survey 
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Information Provided in  
First Contact 

• Special Education services and 
primary disability 

• Sensory capabilities 
• Motor capabilities 
• Computer access 
• Communication abilities 
• Academic skills 
• Attention 
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First Contact Information 

• Used to present initial testlet level 
based on: 
– Prior academic performance 
– Communication 
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First Contact Questions Impacting 
Testlet Delivery 
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First Contact Questions Impacting 
Testlet Delivery 
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First Contact Questions Impacting 
Testlet Delivery 
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One Decision Making Flowchart 
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How First Contact Impacts  
Initial Testlet Level 

Student Characteristics  

• Uses only 1 signed word 
at a time 

• Does not read any words 
when presented in print  

• Is able to sorts objects 
by common properties 
(e.g. color) up to 20% of 
the time 
 

Assignment of a Level 

• Initial Precursor level 
testlet 



81 of 72 

How First Contact Impacts  
Initial Testlet Level 

Student Characteristics  

• Regularly combines 3 or 
more spoken words for a 
variety of purposes 

• Is able to read print 
above the 3rd grade level 

• Is able to add or subtract 
by joining or separating 
groups of objects 90% of 
the time 
 
 

Assignment of a Level 

• Target level testlet 
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Changing First Contact Information 

• First Contact information may be 
changed at any time 

• If First Contact is changed, testlets 
provided may also change  
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REQUIRED TRAINING VS. 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
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Required Training vs.  
Professional Development 

Training 
• Multiple modules 
• Available in self-directed 

and facilitated formats 
(states decide which to 
use) 

• Covers critical content for 
managing and delivering 
the assessment 

• Required for all test 
administrators 
– No tests delivered without it 

PD 
• Multiple modules 
• Available in self-directed 

and facilitated formats 
(states decide which to 
use) 

• Covers a variety of topics 
to support instruction in 
academics 

• States determine what is 
required/optional 
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Required Training - Delivery 

• 7 modules for 2014-15 
• Self-directed or facilitated format 
• Successful completion of post-test 

quizzes 
• ~4 hours to complete 
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Required Training Topics 

1. Overview of the DLM System 
2. Test Security 
3. Accessibility for All Students 
4. How the Assessment Works 
5. Preparing for the Test 
6. Procedures for Computer-Delivered 

Testlets 
7. Procedures for Teacher-Administered 

Testlets 
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Required Training in  
Educator Portal 

• Can get to Educator Portal through 
the DLM website 

• http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/ 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/
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PD for Instruction 

• Foundational, ELA, and math 
• Separate options for self-directed and 

facilitated 
• Self-directed modules transitioning to 

Educator Portal this fall 
• Facilitated materials still available on 

DLM PD site 
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Professional Development 

• DLM Professional Development 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/content/professional-development


Website Resources 
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Website Resources 

• Educator Resource Page 
– http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/ 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/
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DLM Help Desk 

1-855-277-9751 (toll-free) or 
 DLM-support@ku.edu 
 
• Testing environment issues 
• Test administration and user account 

issues 
• Student information issues 
 

mailto:DLM-support@ku.edu
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Help Desk 

– Usually open Monday through Friday 
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Central 
Time.  

– During your state’s spring testing 
window, open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 
p.m. Central Time. 

 



THANK YOU! 
 

For more information, please go to: 
www.dynamiclearningmaps.org 

 
For Professional Development, contact: 

dlmpd@unc.edu  
 

 

The present publication was developed under grant 84.373X100001 from the  
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. The views  
expressed herein are solely those of the author(s), and no official endorsement  
by the U.S. Department should be inferred. 

http://www.dynamiclearningmaps.org/
mailto:dlmpd@unc.edu
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