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What will my students learn?
Readi ng St andar ds:

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text.

Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or claims 
are developed and refined

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant 

Speaki ng/ Li st eni ng St andar ds:

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, 
summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or 
justify their own views and understanding and 
make new connections in light of the evidence 
and reasoning presented.

Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and 
use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any 
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or 
distorted evidence.

Present information, findings, and supporting 
evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such 
that listeners can follow the line of reasoning 
and the organization, development, substance, 
and style are appropriate to purpose  audience  



Rhetorical Analysis

Est abl i sh backgr ound:

Et hos

Cr edi bl e vs.  
Knowl edgeabl e

Logos

Evi dence/ St at i st i cs

Logi cal  r easoni ng

Pat hos



What rhetorical devices are used?

http://youtube.com/v/cT1jLY20tLo


Activities for Rhetoric

Br i ng adver t i sement s t hat  use l ogos/ pat hos/ et hos

Make your  own ad usi ng l ogos/ pat hos/ et hos



Witch’s Trial

Used t o eval uat e 
t he ar gument s 
pr oposed by Si r  
Bedi ver e.

Teach about  
syl l ogi sms 

http://youtube.com/v/k3jt5ibfRzw


Syllogisms from “Witch’s Trial”

1. Al l  wi t ches ar e t hi ngs t hat  ar e made of  wood
2. Al l  t hi ngs t hat  can bur n ar e made of  wood
3. Ther ef or e,  al l  wi t ches ar e made of  wood 

Val i d,  but  not  t r ue

4.  Al l  t hi ngs  ma de  of  wood c a n f l oa t
5.  Al l  t hi ngs  t ha t  we i gh a s  muc h a s  a  duc k a r e  t hi ngs  t ha t  c a n f l oa t
6.  So a l l  t hi ngs  t ha t  we i gh a s  muc h a s  a  duc k a r e  t hi ngs  ma de  of  wood
I nval i d ar gument

4.  + 5.  The r e f or e  a l l  wi t c he s  a r e  t hi ngs  t ha t  we i gh a s  muc h a s  a  duc k
7.  Thi s  woma n we i ghs  a s  muc h a s  a  duc k
6.  + 7.  The r e f or e ,  t hi s  woma n i s  a  wi t c h
I nval i d Ar gument



Activities for Logical 
Fallacies

Ski t s t o 
i l l ust r at e 
t he f al l acy

Fi nd vi deo 
exampl es t o 
pr esent  t o 
t he c l ass



Lexus Commercial

http://youtube.com/v/mXmcpHgKqn4


SMELL Analysis

S- Sender - Recei ver  Rel at i onshi p

M- Message

E- Emot i onal  St r at egi es

L- Logi cal  St r at egi es

L- Language



Advantages of 
using SMELL 

analysis

Encompasses each par t  of  
r het or i c

Hel ps st udent s 
obj ect i vel y anal yze t he 
val i di t y of  t he 
ar gument

Hel ps cr i t i cal  t hi nki ng 
ski l l s

St udent s NEVER f or get  t he 
acr onym



Julius Caesar
“ Ye gods,  i t  dot h amaze me,

A man of  such a f eebl e t emper  shoul d
So get  t he st ar t  of  t he maj est i c wor l d,

And bear  t he pal m al one”

St udent s c l osel y r ead and 
annot at e speeches f r om 
Jul i us Caesar

Anal yze t he 
message/ val i di t y of  t he 
speech usi ng SMELL 
anal ysi s

Connect  t hose messages 
and ar gument s t o 
cur r ent  t opi cs



Current 
Controversy 

Friday

St udent s choose an 
opi ni on ar t i c l e

Cl osel y r ead and annot at e 

Del i neat e and eval uat e 
ar gument  usi ng SMELL 
anal ysi s

Pr esent  ar t i c l e and t al k 
about  
val i di t y/ i nval i di t y of  
t he ar gument



Potential Problems and Solutions

PROBLEMS:

St udent s want  t o ar gue 
about  t he t opi c

St udent s f i nd news ar t i c l e 
i nst ead

St udent s do not  under st and 
t he ar gument

SOLUTI ONS:

Remi nd t hem t hat  we ar e onl y 
eval uat i ng t he ar gument  of  
t he wr i t er

Tal k about  what  makes an 
opi ni on ar t i c l e and show 
st udent s wher e t o f i nd t hem

Do cl ose r eads on sever al  
ar t i c l es t o r ei nf or ce t he 
pr act i ce
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