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• The writing committee concluded that the standards 
were only as good as the assessment that measured 
them. 

• That this new assessment would be a complete 
revision of the previous assessment 

• We were required to meet the  demands of large 
scale state wide assessment 

• We wanted to concentrate less on what the student 
knows and more on the student’s ability to use what 
they know to accomplish some authentic task.   

 



• CETE has been working with KSDE to provide 
statewide assessments for over 30 years. 

• New HGSS content standards adopted in 
2013. 

• New way of thinking about assessment. 
 



• Formative 
• Available in Fall 2014 
• Access to Source Documents and writing prompts 

• Summative  
• Administered once a year to provide information 

about the progress and achievement of students 
for state accountability 

 

http://ksassessments.org/formative_ss 

http://ksassessments.org/formative_ss


• Part I  
• Historical vignettes 

• Part II 
• Document Focus 

• Part III 
• Reading Stimuli ( Generally Primary Document 

Excerpts) 
• Part IV 

• Multidisciplinary Performance Task 

MDPT 



This part of the assessment would provide content by 
way of historical vignettes asking a single machine 
scoreable item based on a particular standard and 
benchmark.  These questions will be designed to 
measure the student’s ability to use content in 
particular ways. The items would be matrixed across 
the classroom to insure the assessment of all standards 
and benchmarks 1-3.  This is required so that we can 
demonstrate all standards are being assessed. (8 – 10 
items, at least one per unit) 



An 
example  



Students will be asked to demonstrate their knowledge and 
ability  by answering questions about a document excerpt. 
(Teachers will have access to the list of documents associated 
with each unit , but not the particular excerpt.) The excerpt will 
have three multiple choice/mark enhanced or enabled machine 
scorable items.  One to measure the student’s knowledge of the 
source, purpose, or audience of the document, one to measure 
the student’s knowledge of the context of the document, and 
one to measure the student’s understanding of the content of 
the document.   

Part II: Document Focus 
 



An example 

Source/Purpose/Audience 

Context 

Content 



Students will be given two or three document 
excerpts from the document list and be asked to 
read and be able to respond to a specific prompt 
based on benchmark 4 of one of the 5 HGSS 
standards in Part IV of the assessment. The 
students will be able to take notes and perhaps 
have guiding question.  How that will take place 
is still being discussed.    



Guiding Questions: 
 
Why did the US government  
think  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation , the 13th and 
14th amendments  were 
necessary? 
 
How would these actions be 
enforced? 
 
How might people have 
responded to these 
documents in the 1860s?  
 

These answers are not 
scored. 



Students will be given a single prompt addressing 
benchmark 4 of one of the five standards asking the 
student to construct a claim and use evidence and 
argument to defend that claim. They would be 
expected to use information from the document 
excerpts and any outside information they can recall.  





Districts (Our hope is the classroom teacher’s will have at least a 
supervisory role) will be asked to score their own student’s essays 
with on-line training and a rubric provided to them by KSDE.  We 
will also ask teachers to grade an additional percentage of MPTs 
so that we can assure reliability. 
 
The rubric training will be provided by CETE out of KU. 
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