
 
 

What is DAR and how can it help my students? 
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Stands for Data Assessment Recording. 
A method for making and recording 

formative assessment data in relation to 
educational standards. 

Makes predictions about proficiency. 
Not content specific. 
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Must be designed to be completed and 
graded quickly. 

70% or better is the target. 
When grading don’t give benefit of the 

doubt. 
Eliminate the chance of cheating. 
Do not quiz a topic that has been reviewed 

in the previous 24 hours. 
Generate new quiz questions for each quiz. 
Questions should be similar to summative 

assessment questions. 
 

 



Minimum amount of questions per quiz 
per indicator is 4. 

Do not use multiple choice or true/false 
questions for quizzes. 

Quizzes can be used to create 
intervention groups. 

Quizzes that are 70% or better will be 
recorded on the DAR data document. 



The DAR Method Data Document looks 
like an excel spreadsheet 

Names are listed down the left hand 
side. 

Tracked indicators are listed across 
the top (These are usually tested 
standards and sub-standards). 





Document Notation 
• Blanks = Beginning Level 
• X = Developing Level 
• O = Mastery Level 

 
After a quiz is given, sort quizzes into 2 

piles, those that are above 70% and those 
that are below. 
 



Take all of the quizzes that are above 70% 
and record them on the data document. 
• If the student has a blank, record an X. 
• If the student has an X, record a O. 
• Only one mark can be made per day (Cannot go 

from a blank to a circle in one day). 
• If a student has an X or O and does not pass a 

quiz, they never lose a mark already gained. 
• If a student already has a O and passes another 

quiz, there are no marks made. 
• Follow these steps for every quiz given. 

 
 











Create intervention groups of 3-6 based 
on current quiz scores or based on the 
data document. 

4 days from quizzes, 1 day from data 
document is recommended. 

Work in these groups for 7-12 minutes.   
Set up centers or enrichment activities 

for remaining students during 
intervention time. 



Student Relationships 
Excessive Absences 
Cheating 
Data not collected after interventions 



Grading system is about mastery of 
concepts, not work completion. 
• Categories and weights 
 Quizzes – 10% 
 Participation / In Class Work – 30% 
 Tests – 35% 
 DAR Document Level – 25% 

The DAR Method can be used without this 
grading system, but this approach has been 
used successfully at making the grade 
reflect the knowledge the student has 
demonstrated. 
 



The DAR Method is considering mastery at 
70% or better. 
• Mastery does not mean they will score perfect every 

time. 
DAR predictions measure mastery, even 

though the percentages are often close to 
actual scores. 

Every classroom and school is different.  
Formatting to specific needs is acceptable 
as long as the basic guidelines are followed. 
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