Kansas Exemplary Educators Network (KEEN)

State Education Conference

Capitol Plaza Hotel and Convention Center

Maner Conference Center

1717 SW Topeka Boulevard

Topeka, Kansas
February 14-15, 2019
Kansas Exemplary Educators Network Mission

…to build and utilize a network of exemplary educators who are leaders in the improvement of schools, student performance, and the teaching profession.

Conference Theme

Got Heart?
Conference Objectives
Educators will—

•
Learn from top professional educators who are engaged in innovative practices and programs that focus on four principles of school redesign: social-emotional growth, personalized learning, community partnerships and real world application. 
•
Network with other exceptional professional educators to exchange best practices and share innovative resources for the classroom.
•
Participate in a community conversation focused on how teachers can lead change for Kansas education and for the teaching profession. 
•
Celebrate the teaching profession by recognizing the 2018 Milken Educator, 2018 National Board Certified Teachers, 2019 Kansas Horizon Award Educators and Kansas Teachers of Promise.

Thursday, February 14, 2019
Agenda

Maner Conference Center

Foyer

Shawnee Room

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Conference Registration

Sunflower Ballroom

11:30 a.m. – 1:10 p.m.
Opening General Session


11:30 a.m. – 12:10 p.m.

Conference Welcome and Lunch



Denise Kahler, Director



Communications and Recognition Programs



Kansas State Department of Education


12:10 p.m. – 1:10 p.m.

Keynote General Session – “Is Heart Enough?”




Dr. Randy Watson





Kansas Commissioner of Education

1:10 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Break
Maner Conference Center – Breakout Rooms

1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Concurrent Share Sessions (Six sessions offered)
A. Picture Perfect Project: Redesigning Instruction with Project-Based Learning – Becca Burnfin, Garden City USD 457
B. Utilizing Mindfulness in the Classroom to Reduce Student Anxiety and Promote Self-Regulation Skills – Dr. Ruth Waggoner, MidAmerica Nazarene University, and Lauren Korte, Olathe USD 233
C. Books That Heal – Brandi McWilliams, McPherson USD 418, and Carmen Zeisler, Education Services and Staff Development Association of Central Kansas (ESSDACK)
D. Outside for a Better Inside: Using Outdoor Education to Enhance Student Wellbeing – Heidi Albin, Maize USD 266
E. Dynamic Discussion Strategies That Elevate Student Voice – Dyane Smokorowski, Andover USD 385
F. Musically Healing the Heart and Mind for Learning – Kathy Jones and Megan Hilton, Augusta USD 402
2:30 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.
Networking Break

2:50 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.
Concurrent Share Sessions (Six sessions offered)
G. Chronic Absenteeism: Identification, Intervention and Solutions – John Girodat and Cindy Hadicke, Kansas State Department of Education

H. Creating Connections Within Your Classroom Community – Heather Sazama, Shannon Vieyra and Jesse Todd, Buhler USD 313
I. Creating Safe and Affirming Schools for LGBTQ+ Students in Kansas – Angie Powers, Olathe USD 233, and Samantha Neill, Buhler USD 313
J. Project Redesign: Empowering Students to Make a Difference – Jennifer Keller, Rachel Harder and Kara Warren, Buhler USD 313
K. Relationships: The Heart of Classroom Management – Julie Doyen, Manhattan-Ogden USD 383
L. The Cost of Caring – Katie Perez, Education Services and Staff Development Association of Central Kansas (ESSDACK)
3:50 p.m. – 4:10 p.m.
Networking Break

4:10 p.m. – 5:10 p.m.
Concurrent Share Sessions (Six sessions offered)
M. Read and Sing to Your Bunny: You Can Bring Early Literacy to Your Communities – Bradley Weaver, Atchison USD 409; Marilyn Albright, retired, Atchison USD 409; and Eleanor Browning and Janice Romeiser, retired, Emporia USD 253
N. Building Partnerships That Inspire and Build Relationships with the Next Generation – Jennifer Farr, Geary County USD 475
O. Growth Mindset: Developing a Heart for Learning in Our Students – Jennifer Donovan, De Soto USD 232
P. Promoting Perseverance and Resilience with STEM Challenges – Carly Bowden, Andover USD 385
Q. Boosting Morale: Finding Joy in EdJOYcation – Dr. Brent Wolf, Derby USD 260
R. Mindful Movement – Marcia Mueller and Marlys Gwaltney, Halstead-Bentley USD 440
Friday, February 15, 2019
Agenda

Foyer

Shawnee Room

7:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.
Breakfast Buffet 
Shawnee Room

8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
A Community Conversation – “The Heart of a Leader: Creating Change” 




Dr. Randy Watson




Kansas Commissioner of Education

Sunflower Ballroom

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Luncheon and Awards Program Honoring the 2018 Milken Educator, 2018 National Board Certified Teachers, 2019 Kansas Horizon Award Educators and Kansas Teachers of Promise 
Sponsored by the Kansas State Department of Education 
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