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Overview 

• Places to go 
• World languages & Common Core standards 
• World languages & CTE 
• World languages & testing 



WHERE? 
Oh, the places you’ll go 



Places? 



Answers to frequent questions 

Q: Why should ‘they’ take 
a foreign language? 
A: defines whether ‘they’ 
will have a job in the 21st 
Century 

Q: What language should 
they study? 
A: the one they want to 
speak 
A: one that  is spoken 
where they want to live 
and work 
A: best teacher available 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Prepare for ‘elevator’ conversations – 30 seconds standing next to a decision-maker. May be at the photo copy machine.
Keep these one-liners ready to go.




Places 



Places 

In a world where technology has eliminated 
physical obstacles such as mountain ranges or 
oceans, the only obstacles left to a global society 
is communication. Learning languages is critical. 

 



Places? 

Your community… 
• Hospital 
• Restaurant 
• District court 
• Professional office 
• Building contractor 
• Technology services 
• News media 
 

Across the state… 
Wichita – selling airplane parts 
to Korea 
Hutchinson – Siemens plant 
for wind turbines 
Lawrence – chemical 
production using equipment 
from Switzerland 
KC, KS exporting automated 
chicken pluckers. . .  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Defines whether will have a job in the 21st Century



WHO? 
Oh, the places you’ll go 



High School WL Enrollment – 30% 

Level 1 -14%

Level 2 - 10%

Level 3 - 5%

Level 4, 5, HL, AP, IB - 1%

None - 70%

What percent of the 9-12 population studies language? 





Going places…..or NOT 

• Did you learn a 
language in school? 

• “Yes, I took 2 years of 
Spanish/French/German 
but can’t do anything 
with it.” 
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Slide adapted from STAMP / Language Learning Solutions / http://www.onlinells.com/ 

 

Advanced Low* 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our understanding of the national standards grounded in ACTFL proficiency levels has grown.  This includes the fact that the ACTFL standards correlate with the Federal government’s proficiency rating scales (FSI/ILR scale on the left). By using their terminology we improve our ability to set realistic benchmarks, and to understand the progression and length of study needed to achieve a useful amount of fluency.  In the meantime, the KS standards for teacher fluency for certification purposes was set at Advanced Low.  This gives us a much better understanding of how curriculum must be developed and articulated in order to prepare future teachers,  We felt it was important to keep this goal in mind, so benchmarks from Novice-Low through Advanced Low are now included in the standards document.



Minimal functional proficiency 



WORLD LANGUAGES & 
COMMON CORE ENGLISH LANGUAGES 
ARTS & LITERACY 

Oh, the places you’ll go 



Kansas Model Standards for  
World Language 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Does adoption of the Common Core mean that we have new World Language Standards? No.
The WL Standards adopted in 2008 are still our state standards.

Do we need to change our World Language Standards to align with CCS? This is an opportunity to take a fresh look at what our WL standards actually mean and discover that the connections are even stronger in some ways, especially as they emphasize application of, rather than knowledge of language..



1.1 Interpersonal / Conversational 
– Listening 
– Speaking/signing 

1.2 Interpretive  
– Reading 
– Listening/viewing 

1.3 Presentational  
– Writing 
– Public speaking/signing 

Communication 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Listening, speaking, reading, and writing are organized into specific modes or purposes of communication.  They are: 



ELA “College and Career Ready” 
To be college and career ready, students must … 
1. Demonstrate independence in reading and 

understanding texts (literary and informational). 
2. Build strong content knowledge, and share that 

knowledge through effective writing and speaking. 
3. Adapt communication to audience, task, purpose, and 

discipline. 
4. Comprehend as well as critique. 
5. Value evidence, research, inquiry 
6. Use technology and media strategically and capably. 
7. Strive to understand other perspectives and cultures. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Look at page 7 of the ELA Standards document, for its description of College and Career Ready.

About assessment: The essence of college and career ready will be captured in new generation of assessment.
The following five “claims” are made in the SBAC Content Specifications document (freely edited??)
To be college and career ready, students must be skilled in…
reading literary and informational texts closely and critically;
producing effective writing for a range of purposes and audiences;
employing effective speaking and listening skills for a range of purposes and audiences;
engaging appropriately in inquiry to investigate/research topics, pose questions, and gather and present information; and
using and interpreting written language across a range of literacy tasks.




ELA Standards: Key Shifts 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide taken from The Common Core State Standards: Moving Beyond Awareness to Classroom Implementation and Assessment by Margaret Reed Miller
CCSSO

First row: “Literature” has a broader meaning, to include poetry (song texts) drama. Non-fiction will include texts from various content areas, as well as technical texts.

Second row: After the literal meaning of a text is understand, are the implications understood! What questions must the reader ask in order to get at deeper meanings?

Third row: Literacy is the responsibility of all teachers, not just the English teachers. World language teachers should be happy to have their role in literacy training acknowledged.

Fourth row: Writing fluency and precision is required in every content area.

Fifth row: Literate people have a wide range of vocabulary from which to choose to communicate effectively.






WORLD LANGUAGES & 
COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS 

Oh, the places you’ll go 



Connections 

Assessed standards in Kansas (AYP & QPA) 

Reading (annually grades 3-8, HS) 
 Writing (annually grades 5, 8, 11)  
 Math (annually grades 3-8, HS) 
 Social Studies (biennially grades 6, 8 HS)  
 Science (grades 4, 7, HS)  
Model standards in Kansas 
 Health   Music  Art  Technology 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 2000 standards expressed connections to other content areas only in generalities.  The committee felt it was much more productive to cite specific indicators in each content area that are directly connected to language and culture instruction.  Therefore as much as possible the wording of selected indicators is borrowed from other content standards, including using a delta to identify those which are assessed at the state level. 



Mathematics Standards 
Critical Areas 
• Broad topics 

Numbers & operations, 
algebraic thinking, 
measurement and data, 
geometry  

• By grade level  
• Focus of transition efforts 

Practices 
• Rewards instructional 

best practices 
• Outlines clear vision of 

how students should 
approach and learn 
mathematics 

• Shifts focus from 
computation skills to 
mathematical 
understanding 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are two elements to the math standards: Critical Areas, and Math Practices. 
Critical Areas include what has always been included in Kansas Standards, i.e. numbers and operations, computation, measurement and data, operations and algebraic thinking. How much of these are taught at each grade level comes largely from National Council on Teachers of Mathematics Focal Points. Vigorous discussions are occurring in your buildings as teachers adjust to teaching familiar topics at different grade levels. (Higher expectations will probably, but not always, shift a topic to an earlier grade.)

However, the larger adjustment for math teachers will be the practices spelled out on pages 6-7 of the document. These will be reflected in new assessment, so need to be a fundamental part of classroom instruction. It is these practices that contribute to the 16 Habits of Mind. It is these practices that need to be given deliberate attention in all content areas, in order to prepare 21st Century students.



Critical Areas 
• Numbers and operations 
• Algebraic thinking 
• Measurement and data 
• Geometry  

 

• Addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division 

• Patterns 
• Solving for an unknown 
• More than, less than, equal to 
• Time, money, volume, mass 
• Estimation 
• Represent and interpret data 
• Shapes 
 

Mathematics 

WL Connections 



Mathematical Practices  
1. Make sense of problems and persevere in 

solving them. 
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the 

reasoning of others. 
4. Model with mathematics. 
5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
6. Attend to precision. 
7. Look for and make use of structure. 
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated 

reasoning. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
�As I read through this list make a note to yourself which of these correlate to one of the 5 elements of ELA that we are already discussed.

What parallels to you see between teaching target language grammar using the PACE model and teaching math?



STANDARDS & INSTRUCTION 
Oh, the places you’ll go 



“Target Language Only” (90%) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The national standards recommend that the target language be used at least 90% of the time; to use the language as the mode of instruction. 
Research has shown that the way to learn a language is to be totally immersed in it – hear it, see it. Makes perfect sense – as the saying goes:
Learning a language without hearing it, speaking it, seeing it is like learning to swim without water.
Thanks to presenters at ACTFL 2011 in Denver, from the Denver Language School



“Target Language Only”?  
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Unpublished results of 2012 KSDE World Language survey. 



AP 
• Six themes 
• Guiding questions 

– Global challenges 
– Science and technology 
– Contemporary life 
– Identity 
– Family & Community 
– Beauty and aesthetics 

Criterion 
• Holistic learning 
• Intercultural awareness 
• Communication 

“College and Career Ready” 
in world languages 

IB 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“National and International Benchmarking”
Big Ideas and Enduring Understandings have been drawn from Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate curriculum. 
So if we have the WL AP/IB model in mind for upper levels, we can lay the foundations in lower level courses, not just on vocabulary and grammar, but how to use language to communicate important ideas and how to function in the target culture.



Class / Proficiency Level Data 

1 2 3 4 5 

1 Year 

2 Years 

3 Years 
4 Years 

1         2                 3             4         5        
Novice-L     Novice-M     Novice-H     Interm.-L    Interm.-M  

S
lide courtesay of S

TA
M

P http://w
w

w.onlinells.com
/ 



Certificate for 
Minimal Functional Proficiency 

 
KS Benchmark Assessments 
• Novice High Interpersonal 
• Novice High Interpretive 

and Presentational 
 

Summative Assessments 
• National Exam  

– Level 3 or 4  
– 50th percentile or higher 

• AP Exam 
– Score 3 or higher 

• STAMP  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our understanding of the national standards grounded in ACTFL proficiency levels has grown.  This includes the fact that the ACTFL standards correlate with the Federal government’s proficiency rating scales (FSI/ILR scale on the left). By using their terminology we improve our ability to set realistic benchmarks, and to understand the progression and length of study needed to achieve a useful amount of fluency.  In the meantime, the KS standards for teacher fluency for certification purposes was set at Advanced Low.  This gives us a much better understanding of how curriculum must be developed and articulated in order to prepare future teachers,  We felt it was important to keep this goal in mind, so benchmarks from Novice-Low through Advanced Low are now included in the standards document.



Summative Assessments 
• OPI ($134) or OPIc 
• WPT ($65) or APPL 
• National Exams (~$5) Fr/Ger/Lat/Sp 
• STAMP ($20) 
• Advanced Placement ($85)   
• Language Certificates (~$160) 

– DELF (French), DSD (German), DELE (Spanish), HSK 
(Chinese) 

• SAT II Subject Tests 
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