Kansas Exemplary Educators Network (KEEN)

State Education Conference

Capitol Plaza Hotel and Convention Center

Maner Conference Center

1717 SW Topeka Boulevard

Topeka, Kansas
February 15-16, 2018
Kansas Exemplary Educators Network Mission

…to build and utilize a network of exemplary educators who are leaders in the improvement of schools, student performance, and the teaching profession.

Conference Theme

Mission Control: Launch to Landing
Conference Objectives
Educators will—

•
Learn from top professional educators who are engaged in innovative practices that address the whole child and have effectively connected with students to support their success. 
•
Learn about the Kansas State Board of Education’s vision for Kansas education, the planning that has occurred this past year and what is planned for this next year.
•
Participate in a community conversation focused on how teachers can lead change for Kansas education and for the teaching profession. 
•
Celebrate the teaching profession by recognizing the 2017 Milken Educator, 2017 National Board Certified Teachers, 2018 Horizon Award Educators and Teachers of Promise.

Thursday, February 15, 2018
Agenda

Maner Conference Center

Foyer

Shawnee Room

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Conference Registration

Sunflower Ballroom

11:30 a.m. – 1:10 p.m.
Opening General Session


11:30 a.m. – 12:10 p.m.

Conference Welcome and Lunch



Denise Kahler, Director



Communications and Recognition Programs



Kansas State Department of Education


12:10 p.m. – 1:10 p.m.

Keynote General Session – “Mission Control: Launch to Landing”




Dr. Randy Watson





Kansas Commissioner of Education

1:10 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Break
Maner Conference Center – Breakout Rooms

1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Concurrent Share Sessions (Six sessions offered)
A. Kansas Education Systems Accreditation (KESA)Update for Educators – Jeannette Nobo and Bill Bagshaw, Kansas State Department of Education

B. Collegial Collaboration, English Language Arts Integration and Family Engagement: Mission Possible – Megan Morgan, Jim Armendariz and Dave Atchison, Manhattan-Ogden USD 383
C. Impact of Space Design and Mindfulness on Learning of Special Needs Students – Dr. Raj Sharma, Lindy McDaniel and Amy Neuburger, Hays West Central Kansas Special Education Cooperative
D. Apache Innovative School: A New Vision Guided by the Four R’s – Brittany Gonser, Abby Morgan and Britt Pumphrey, Shawnee Mission USD 512
E. The Command Center Launches the Key Mission to Student Success! – Sherri Hunsaker, Center for Teacher Effectiveness, Oklahoma
F. Embedding Workforce and Personal Skills Can Enhance, Enrich and Strengthen Your Students’ Learning Experience in the High School Classroom – Carey Keller, Winfield USD 465
2:30 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.
Networking Break

2:50 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.
Concurrent Share Sessions (Six sessions offered)
G. It’s Never Too Early to Learn – Julie Ewing and Tiffany Blevins, Kansas State Department of Education

H. Using Knowledge to Inform Action: Understanding the Postsecondary Success Data and Reports – Dr. Kelly Spurgeon and Kyle Lord, Kansas State Department of Education

I. Redesigning High School English Language Arts Curriculum for Relevance and Rigor – Jason Kohls, Samantha Neill, Greg Froese and Amber Neighbor, Buhler USD 313
J. Blast Off: Increasing Group Participation and Student Engagement by Leaving the Launch Pad and Getting on Our Feet – Kimberly Heath, Great Bend USD 428
K. Power of the Pen – Brandi Leggett, Shawnee Mission USD 512; Jeri Powers, De Soto USD 232; and Dr. Cheryl Wright, Kansas City USD 500
L. Creative Classroom Communities – Jennifer Farr, Geary County USD 475; Dr. Brent Wolf, Derby USD 260; and Kristi Bruce, Auburn-Washburn USD 437
3:50 p.m. – 4:10 p.m.
Networking Break

4:10 p.m. – 5:10 p.m.
Concurrent Share Sessions (Six sessions offered)
M. Ten Things Every Teacher Can Do in Their Classroom to Improve Civic Engagement – Don Gifford, Kansas State Department of Education

N. Things I Wish I Knew When I Started Teaching Science – Stan Bergkamp, Maize USD 266
O. Let’s Get Blending! – Maret Schrader, Seaman USD 345
P. SparkNotes Can’t Help You: Building a Semester Around a Nonfiction Text – Bill Smithyman, Kyle Farrington and Lindsay Gulbranson, Blue Valley USD 229
Q. Teaching in the Age of Acceleration – Jeff Baxter, Blue Valley USD 229
R. Super Science: It’s Not Just for Secondary – Nikki Meier, Auburn-Washburn USD 437
Friday, February 16, 2018
Agenda

Foyer

Shawnee Room

7:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.
Breakfast Buffet 
Shawnee Room

8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
A Community Conversation – “Lessons in Leadership: Leading Change” 




Dr. Randy Watson




Kansas Commissioner of Education




Patty Clark




Acting President/CEO



Kansas Leadership Center, Wichita
Sunflower Ballroom

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Luncheon and Awards Program Honoring the 2017 Milken Educator, 2017 National Board Certified Teachers, Teachers of Promise and 2018 Horizon Award Educators 
Sponsored by the Kansas State Department of Education 
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